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CONF ESSION: 


OF FAITH, I 


*®$ Ofthoſe Cyurcunes which are 
commonly (though falſly ) cal- 


led AnaBarTIsTs; 
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Preſented to the view of all that ——_ 


G © D, to examine by the touchſtone of the Word 


of Truth : As likewiſe for the taking off thoſe 
aſperſions which are frequently both in Pulpic and 
Print, (although unjuſtly) caſt upon them. 
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ACTS 4+ 20. : 
wee cannot but ſpeake the things which wee have ſeene andheard. 


I $ & I. 8. 30. 

To the Law and to the teſtimony , if they ſpeake not according to 

this Rule, it is becauſe there is no light in them, 
2 Cort. 9, 10. 

But wee had the ſentence of death in our ſelves, that wee ſhould ot 
truſt in our ſelves, but tn the living God, which rasſeth the dead, 
who delivered us from ſo great 4a death, and doth deliver, ia whom 
wee truſt that he will yet deliver, 
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ALL THAT DESIRE 
The lifting up of the Name of the 


LorD JEs$vus in finceritic, the poore deſpi- 
ſed Churches of God in London ſend greeting, 
wich prayers for their farther increaſe in the 
knowledge of CunisT JaiSuS. 


Eo Ian EE queſtion not but that it will ſeeme firange to many men, 
\ Ig WA '-2t ſuch as wee are frequently termed to be, lying wander that 

\ YEA} calumny and black brand of Heretickes , and forvers of di- 

| viſion anavendae, ſhould preſume to appeare ſo publickly as 

now wee have done : But yet notwithſtanding wee may well 
Ln > ſay, to give anſwer to ſuch, what David ſaid to his brother, 
when the Lords battell was a fighting, 1Sam.29.30. Is there nota cauſe? 
Swrely, if ever people had cauſe to ſpeake for #he vindication of the truth of 
Chriſt #n their hands, wee have, that being indeed the maine wheele at this 
time that ſets 1s aworke ;, for bad wn thing by men been tranſalted againſi 
our perſons onely , wee could dem ave ſatten ſtill, and committed our Cauſe 


to him who is a righteous Judge, who will in the great day judge the ſecrets of 
all mens hearts by Feſws Chriſt : But being it is not onely us, but the Truth pro- 
feſſed by us , wee cannot, wee dare not but ſpeake ; it is no ſirange thing to any 
obſerving man, what ſud changes are laid, not onely by the world, that know 
nut God, but clſo by thoſe that thinke themſelves nuch wronged, if they be not 
looked upon as the chiefe Worthies of the Church of God, and Watchmen of the 
Citie : But it hath fared with us from them, as from the poore Spouſe ſeeking 
ber Beloved, Cant. 5. 6,7. They finding 15 out of that common road-way 
themſelves walke, have ſmote us and taken away our vaile , that ſo wee may by 
them be recommended odiows in the eyes of all that behold us, and in the hearts 
of all that thinke upon us , which they b.ve done both in Pulpit and Print, 
charging us with holding Free-will, Falling away from grace, denying Origi= 
nall finne, diſclaiming of Magiſtracy, denying to aſſiſt them either in perſons 
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or purſe in any of their Lxvfll Commands, doing os unſcemly in the diſpen- 
ſing the Ordinance of Baptiſme, not to be named amongft Chriſtians : All 
which Charges wee diſclajme as notoriouſly untrue, though by reaſon of theſe 


eakemet nws', many that ftare God \ave\diſeturaged gd fireſtdlled 
in Wat4 ewe oro of us of wbarweebro ſo; I = that 
know nt God invonraged ,” if they can finde the place;of; one meeting, to get 


together in Cluſters to ſtone us , as lookzng us #4 a people holding ſuch 
things, as that wee are not worthy to live : Wee have therefore for the cleering 
of the truth wee profeſſe that it may be at libertie, though wee be in bonds, 
briefly publiſhed a Confeſſion of ot" Faith, as defiring all that feare God, ſeri= 
ouſly to conſider whether ( if they compare what wee here ſay and confeſſe in the 
preſence of the Lord Jeſus and bis Saints ) men have not with their tongues in 
Pulpit, and pens in Print, both ſpoken and written things that are contrary to 
truth ; but wee know our God in his owne time will cleere our Cauſe, and lift 
| his Sonne to make him the chiefe corner«ſtone , thangh he has been ( or now 
d be ) rejetted of Maſter Builders. And becauſe tt may be conceived, that 
what is here publiſhed, may be but the Tudgement of ſome one particular Con= 
gregation, more refined then the reſt ; Wee here ſmbſcribe it, ſome 
of each body in the name , and by the appointment of ſeven Congregations, 
who though wee be dſtint? in reſpeCt of our _ bodies, for conveniency 
ſake, being us many as tan well meete together in one place, yet are all one in 
Communion, holding feſus Chriſt to be our head an4 Lord ; under whoſe go- 
werument wee deſire alone to woalke , in following the Lambe whereſoever he 
| aa ; and wee beleeve the Lord will daily cauſe truth more to appeare in the 
arts of his Saints, and make them aſhamed of their folly in the Land of 
their Nativitie , that ſo they may with one ſhow!der, more ſtudie to lift up the 
Name of the Lord Feſus, and ſtand fir bis appointments and L wes ; which 
is the deſires and prayers of the contemned Churches of Chriſt in London 
for all Samts. | 


Subfcribed'in the Names of ſeven Churches in London, 
william Kiffen, |Thomas Sheppard. | Thomas Killcop, 
Thomas Patience. | Thomas Munday. |Paul Hobſon, © 
John Spilsbery,. | Thomas Gunne. |Thomas Goare. 
George T. 'pping. | John CMpbbatt. | Foſeph Phelpes. 
Samuel Richaraſon. | on webh. \ Edward Heath. 
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CONFESSION 
Of FaiTtH, of thoſe Churches 
which are commonly (though fallly ) 


called ANABAPTISTS» 


I. 


Hat God as he is in himſelfe, cannot 
be comprehended of any but himſelfe, 
JF *dwelling in that inacceſſible light, that 
£1) no eye can attaine unto, whom never man 
2! ſaw, nor can ſee; that there is but * one 
==x==) God, one Chriſt, one Spirit, one Faith, 
one Baptiſme ; © one Rule of holineſle and obedience for 
all Saints, atall times, in all places to be obſerved. 


IT. 


That God is *of himſelfe, that is, neither from ano-. 
ther, nor of another; nor by another, nor for another ; 
b But is a Spirit, who as his being is of himſelfe, ſo he 
you <being, moving, and preſervation to all other 
things, being in himſelfe eternall, moſt holy, every way 
infinite in greatneſſe,wiſdome,power, juſtice,voodnefle, 
truth, &c. In this God-head, there is the Father, the 
Sonne, and the Spirit; being every one of the one and 
the ſame God; and therefore not divided, bur diſtingui- 


Cnetſed] 


ana 


a1 Tims, 1s, 

b1 Tim, 2.5. 

Eph, 4.45,6+ 

1 Cor.13.4,5, 
6,123. 


c Bxod, 3. 14. 


d Rom. 11.36. 
Ac. I7. 28. 


er Cor.$, 6, 


ſhed one from another by their ſeverall properties; tlie FPro.8.22,23, 
* Father being from himſelfe, thef Sonne of the Farher #*d- 1:3. + 


lohn rx, 18, 


from everlaſting, the holys Spirit proceeding from the 7g loh.19. 2%. 


Father and the Sonne. 


Gal. 4. 6 
III. 


The Confeſvion of Faith. 
| TIT, 1% Fa 
eEſa.4%,to, That God hath decreed in himſelfe from everlaſting 
Rom.11.34 touching all things, effeually to work and diſpoſe them 
=_—_ zo ®according to the counſell of his owne will, to the glory 
b Eph, +4 of his Name;in which decree appeareth his wiſdome,con- 
- Col.2.3. + ſtancy, truth,and faithfulneſle ; * Wiſdome is that where- 
iNum.23.r9, by he contrives all things ; * Conſtancy is that whereb 

20. * thedecreeof God remaines alwayes immutable; Truth 
rIere. 19-19 is that whereby he declares that alone which he hath de- 
FEPIeS creed, and though his ſayings may ſeeme to ſound ſome- 
/Efa. 44-19. times another thing, yet the ſenſe of them doth alwayes 
8FPM.1.3-65, agrec with the decree ; f Faithfulneſſe is that whereby he 
: Tim. r.9. Cites that he hath decreed, as he hath decreed. nd 
Ats13.48, touching his creature man, 8 God had in Chriſt before 
> pe the foundation of the world, according tothe good plea+ 
! 7 pes ſure of his will, forcordained ſome men to eternall life 
Rom.9, 17, through Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of his 
Ru b3g 4-. grace, ® leaving the reſt in their finne to their juſt con- 
aGen-1.chap. demnation, to the praiſe of his Juſtice. 


Col. r. 16, : 

—_— | inni de all things very good 
Ea.4*%.12 *In the beginning God made ngs Very good, 
þ Gent :6. created man ; his own ® Image and likeneſle, Fling 
I Cor 


54” him with all perfe&ion of all naturall excellency and up- 
Fcelef. 7; 37. riebeneſſs God From all ſinne. © But long he abode not 1n 
e Pſat-49-2®- this honour, but by the * ſubtiltie of the Serpent, which 
7 "Fo Satan uſed as his inſtrument, himſelfe with his Angels 
ez Per: 2. 4+ having ſinned before, and not © kept their firſt c__ but 
Judever-6 left their owne habitation; firſt* Eye, then Adam being 
Geng 6 ſeduced did wittingly and willingly fall into diſobedience 
:1iw.2-14. 2nd tranſgreſſio * the Commandement of their great 

an a 1 

Enen7?”* Creator, for the which death came upon all, and reigne 
RE ng.ra, overall, ſo that all-ſince the Fall are conceived 1n finne, 
1519 andbroughtforth in iniquitie, and ſo by nature qr 

| af of wrath, and ſervants of ſinne,ſubje&s of 8 death, and a 


Rom, CF. I 2, wy” | other 


\ 
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The Confeſsion of Faith. 
other calamities due to ſinne iggthis world and for ever, 


being conſidered in the ſtate of nature, without relation 
to Chriſt. 
V 


All mankind being thus fallen,and become altogether 
dead in ſinnes and treſpaſſes, and ſubje& to the eternall 
wrath ofthe great God by tranſgreſſion; yet the ele, , 
which God hath » lovedwith ancverlaſting love, are* re- ;gerz; 14. 
deemed, quickned, and ſayed, not by themſelves, neither Eph-r. z,7. 
by their own workes, leſt any man ſhould boaſt himſelte, "TO - 
but wholly and onely by God of © his free grace and mer- Ads 13.38. 
cie through Jeſus Chriſt, who of God is made unto us ©? Cor.r. 30. 
wiſdome, righteouſneſſe, ſanQification and redempti- \ cor.;. ar 
on, that as it 1s written, Hee that rejoyceth, let him re- Jer.g.23, 24, 
joycein the Lord. a 


« This therefore is life eternall, to know the onely true 2Johi7.4. 
God, and whom he hath ſent jeſus Chriſt. * And on the jec.x3.7 4, 


contrary,the Lord will render vengeance in flaming fire 52 Theflx.8. 
tothem that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of 13:36: 
our Lord Ieſus Chrift. BY 


The Rule of this Knowledge, Faith, and Obedience; j;.;.;9.' | 
concerning the worſhip.and ſervice of God, and all other » Tim3..rs. 
Chriſtian duties, is not mans inventions, opinions, devi- (577: , W 
ces, lawes, conſtitutions, or traditions unwritten whatſo» Mah.rs.s, . 
eyer, but onely the word of God containedin the Cano- ;, .. 
nicall Scriptures. | boot 

VIIL Th 

In this written Word God hath plainly revealed: 


whatſoever he hath thought needfull for us to know, Ads 322,43. - 


Heb-1.1,3, 


leeve, and paes wage | touching the Nature and Office _ ty, 
of Chriſt, in whom a 
tothe praiſe of God. 


the promiſes, are Yea. and: Amen 16a... 


Touching 


The (onfeſsion of Faith, 

a Gen.3.! 5. o IX. 

&22.18.& Touching the Lord Jeſus, of whom * Hoſes and the 
P-n213.& Prophets wrote, and whom the Apoſtles preached, is the 
9.:4,25, 26. b Sonne of Godthe Father, the brightneſle of his glory, 
pdror-3.23- rhe ingraven forme of his being, Godwith him and with 
Cel.r.1.15, his holy Spirit, by whom he made the world, by whom 
16,17. he upholds and governes all the workes hee hath made, 


{Heb. 9.14. Who allo * when the fulneſſe of time was come, was made 


"Wag 2 gin, by the holy Spirit comming upon her,and the power 
Ma-t46.with of the moſt High overſhadowing her, and wasalſo fin all 
Ms 4x; things like unto us, ſinne onely excepted. 
f Efa,y3.3,4,5 X. 
E ;- Taps 5 Touching hisOthice, z Jeſus Chriſt onely is made the 
web wn ' Mediator of the new Covenant, even the everlaſting Co- 
Joh.14.6. yenant of grace between God and Man, to ® be perfeal 
PIR and fully the P rophet, Prieſt and King of the Church of 
th.g.67, God forevermore. 
AQts 5.31.  £ 
aPror.8.:3,, Untothis Office hee was fore-ordained from everla- 
Efa,42.6. & ſting, by the * authority of the Father, and in reſpe& of 
6.1r2,2, bis Manhood, from the womb called and ſeparated, and 
45-&61.1,3, banointed alſo moſt fully and abundantly with all m 
Sp —_ —_— God having without meaſure poured the Spi- 
oh.r 14 16.5 T1t upon him. 
=p : 4 X1T. | 
In this Call the Scripture holds forth two ſpecial! 
things conſiderable ; firſt,the call to the Office ; ſecondly, 
2 21cb.5.4,5,5 The Office it ſelf. Firſt, that *none takes this honour but 
. .*.*.- hethatis called of God,as was' Aaron, fo alfo Chriſt, it 
: being an a&ion eſpecially of God the Father, whereby a 
ſpecrall'covenant being made, hee ordaines his Sonne to 
this office: which Covenant-is, that * Chriſt ſhould be 


made 


5 Eſa,S3.1 0. 
IT, 


_ _O.,_ 5” 


The (onfeſsion of Faith, 


made a Sacrifice for ſinne, that hee ſhall ſee his ſeed, and 


. prolong his dayes, and the pleaſare of the Lord ſhall c£6.42.r; 


roſper in his hand ;z which calling therefore contains in 4,7 P<-7-30- 
it ſelfe * chuſing, 4 fore-ordaining, * ſending. Chulſing re- = A1cE 
ſpeQs the end, fore-ordaining the means, Coding the ex- Efi.5r.r, 
ecution it ſelf,f all of meere grace,without any condition vr 


fore-ſcen, either in men,or in Chriſt himſelfe. 


XIII. 


So that this Office to be Mediator, that is, to be Pro- 6. nar ſ. 
pher, Pricſt, and King ofthe Church of God,is ſo proper pay.re 
to Chriſt, as neither 1n the whole, nor in any part there- os te | 

I, 


of, it can be transferred from him to any other, LINED 


XIV. 


This Office it ſelf towhich Chriſt was called, is three- aDeur.18, ry, 
fold, of * a Prophet, of » Prieft, & of *a King : this num- MSAGs3- 
ber and order of Offices is ſhewed; firſt, by mens neceffi- 52K. rre, 3, 
ties grievouſly — 9 under ignorance, by reaſon #31. &4. 
whereof they ſtand in infinit neceffity ofthe Propherical IE 
office of Chriſt to relieve them. Secondly, alienation fro « Pal. 2.6. 
God, wherein they ſtand in need of the Prieſtly Officeto gA5%26-'8. 
reconcile them : Thirdly, our futter diſability to return cCol.r. 2r;1 
to him,by which they ſtand in need of the power of Chriſt = — 


in his Kingly Officeto affiſt and govern them. Loh. 6.44. 


XV. 


Touching the Propheſie of Chriſt, it is that whereby , 1o.r.1s, & 


he hath * perfe&ly revealed the whole will of God out of 1249-50. & 
the boſome of the Father,that by necdfull for his ſervants je beg 
to 


T he Confefsion of Fatth. 

to know, belceve, and obey; and therefore, is.called not 
zvferth. 23. 10. Onely a Prophet and >a Door, andthe * Apoſtle of our 
cncb.31- profcfſion, and the® Angel ofthe Covenant; but alfo the 
e1Cor. 1-24- yeryewilcome of God, and *the treaſures of wifdome 


ny. and underſtanding, - , | 
XVI. 
That he might be ſuch aPfophet as thereby to beever 

«1ob.1.x8.& yay compleat, it was neceſſary that, he ſhould bee + God, 

ie and withall alſo that he ſhould be man ; for unleſſe hee 

had been God, he could never have perfectly underſtood 

$1Ca241-16. the will of God,* neither had he been able "to reveale it 

throughout all =  andunleſle hee had been man, hee 

Ae 3.24. with could not fitly have unfolded it in his * own perſonto 

Hed, 3.22 INAN- : 


XY Il, 


1.97.29, * Touching his Pricthood, Chrift* being conſecrated, 
#257593 bath appeared once tout away ſinne by the offering and 
rode, Macrifice of himſelf, and to this end bath fully performed 
col.129, .andſufferedall thoſe things by which God, through the 

 _ bloodofthat his Crofle ia an acceptable ſacrifice, might 
zxph.2.1415- TECONCile his ele onely;" and having; broken downe the 
% PR p_—_ wall,and therwith finiſhed & removed all thoſe 
ites, Shadowes, and Ceremonies, is now entred within 

the Vaile, intothe Haly of Holieft, that is, to the ver 

Heavens, and preſence of- God, where he for ever livet 
and ſitteth at the right hand of Majeſty, appearing before 
the face of his Father to make interceſſion for ſuch as 
come tothe Throne of Grace by that new and living way; 
exPer.2, 5. and not that onely, but *,makes his le.a ſpirituall 
1b.4-2324 Houſe, anholy Prieſthood, to offer up Ipirituall _ 
ce 


'The Confeſijon of Paith. PO: 
fice acceptableto God through him neither doth the 
Father accept, or Chriſt offer tothe Father any other 
worſhip or worſhippers. 


& = —_ 


XVIII. 


This Prieſthood was not legall, or temporary, but ac- 
cordingto the order a of <Helch;ſeder, * not by a carnall ;Heb.7.r7, 
commandement, but by the power, of an endleſſe life, © 
*notby anorderthar iis weak and lame, but ſtable and per- *tb.y. :8,19, 
fe&;nort for a 4 time, but for ever, admitting no ſucceffor, tied. 7. 24,25. 
bur perpetuall and proper to Chriſt,and of him that ever 
liveth.Chriſt himſelfe was the Prieſt, Sacrifice and Al- 
tar: he was © Prieſt, according to both natures, hee yas a «Heb. ;. c, 
facrifice moſt properly according to;his humane nature : 

f whence in the Scripture it is wont to be attributed to his /tcb.co. ro. 
body,to his blood; yet the chiefe force whereby, this ſa- cor gh? 


Col. 1.20, 22, 

crifice was made effeuall, did depend upon his 8 divine *%5:-:% 
F 20. 3}. 
nature, namely, that the Sonne of God did offer bimſelte gas. :o.::. 
for us: he was the * Altar properly according to his di- Heb. 14. & 
vine nature, it belonging to the Altar to ſanQifie, that 1j;197b5 
which is offered upon it, and ſo it ought to be of greater 19-17-19 


dignity then the Sacrifice it ſchfe. 


XIX. 


Touching his Kingdome, * Chriſt being riſen, from the « : Gor.xs, 4 
dead, aſcended into heaven, ſat on the right.hand of Gag 125533123 


« ,% Marth.:8.13,19, 
the Father, having all power in heaven. and carth, given , 2*:. 
unto him, he doth gag ws gr his Church, gxerci- aa: 11.& 5, 
ſing his power * over all Angels and Men, good and bad, jetr%,.zc. 


to the preſervation and ſalvation ofthe eleR,to the over- Poma437. 
ruling and deſtruction of his enemies, which are the Re- Heb. 1x4. 


B 2 probates, John 3#-7515- 


CE ee EE ner eee 


; eJobr.and2, 


T he (onfeſsion of Faith. 


e John 5.2627. probates, © communicating and applying the benefits, 

a E® vertue,and fruit of his Propheſieand Prieſthood to his 

64.4-22,2- elect, namely, tothe ſubduing and taking away of their 

"»®  ſinnes, totheir juſtification and adoption of Sonnes, re- 

generation , ſanRification , preſervation and ftrengthe- 

ning in all their conflis againſt Satan, the World, the 
Fleſh,andthe jugeetions of them,continually dwellin 

in,governing and keeping their hearts in faith and flial) 

4 Jobs 13.4, & feare by bis Spirit, which having given it, he never takes 

16. 2829.8 14 2wyay from them, but by it ſtill begets and nouriſheth in 


Rom 11.29. Them faith, repentance, love, jay, hope, and all heaven- 
Job. $3:2:36, ly light in the ſoule unto immortality, notwithſtanding 
| >C-127,'9: through our own unbeliefe,and the temptations of Satan, 
the ſenſible fight of this light and love be clouded and 
overwhelmed forthe time. © Andon thecontrary, rulin 


| Chap. in the world over his enemies, Satan,and all the veſſels of 


' Rom,1. 21. 


& x10" "3 . . 
455.6, Wrath, limiting,uſing,reſtraining them by his mighty po- 
27,18, , Wergasſeemsgood in his divine wiſdom: 8& juſtice to the 
2 Peres, chap, Execution of his determinate counſell, delivering them 
upto areprobate mind,to be kept th oy their own de- 


ſerts,in darkneſſe and ſenſuality ugto judgement. 
| XX. 


\Coraca,.,y, This Kingdome ſhall be then fully perfeted when hee 
Heb. 928. ſhallthe fecond time come in glory to reigne amongſt 
> The, 22* bis Saints, and to be admired of all them which doe be- 
3tz 17.21, a6. eve, when ke ſhall put downe all rule and _—_—_ unN- 


der his feet, that the glory of the Father may be full and 


rfe&ly manifefted in his Sonne, and the glory of the 
ather and the Sonne in all his members. 


That 


The (onfeſsion of Faith. 


X X1. 


That Chriſt Jeſus by his death did bring forth ſalva- gonad. 


tion and reconculiation onely for the * ele&, which were , + 
thoſe which*God rhe Father gave himz& that the Goſpel 3:25. * 
which is to be preached to all men as the ground of faith, 5,;;. 
is,that © Iceſus is rhe Chriſt, the Sonne of the ever-bleſſed 
God, filled with the perfeQion of all heavenly and ſpi- 7. 
rituall excellencies, and that ſalvation is onely and alone i: 
to be had through the beleeving in his Name. 


XXII. 


6 Fph. 2.3. 
Toh.s. 29, & 4» 


0. 
Phil.1.29. 
Gal, x. 23, 

b Toh.19.17. 

eb. 411,124 
Ioha 6. 63. 


That Faith is the * gift of God wrought in the hearts 
ofthe ele& by the Spirit of God, whereby they come to 
ſee, know,and beleeve the truth of * the Scriptures, & not 
onely ſo, but the excellencie of them above all other wri- 
tings and things in the world, as they hold forth the glory 
of God in his attributes, the excellency of Chriſt 1n his 
nature and offices, and the power of the fulneſſe of the 
Spiritin its workings and operations ; and thereupon 
are inabled to caſt the weight of their ſoules upon this 
truth thus beleeved. 


XXIII. 


Thoſe that have this pretious faith wrought in them 
by the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away and 7m rg.1.” 
though many ſtormes and floods do ariſe and beat againſt 6.49. 53/4, 
them, yet they ſhall never be able to take them off that 
foundation and rock which by faith _—_ faſtened up- 
on, but ſhallbe kept by the power of God 10 ſalvation, 

wt - where 


6 Joh. 27, 2.with | 
e Marth. 16, 16. 


Eſa. 49. 13,14. 
15,16, 
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where they ſhall enjoy their purchaſed poſſeſſion, they 
being formerly engraven upon the palms of Gods hands. 


XXIV, 


«Rom.ro.17, Thatfaith is ordinarily « begor by the preaching ofthe 
Lrort- 25 Goſpel, or word of Chrift , without reſpe@ to *any 
t Rom.2. 5, >. power or capacitie in the creature, but it is wholly < paſ- 
Ezck. 16-6. five, being dead in finnes and treſpaſſes, doth beleeve, and 
vob ove is converted by no lefle power, *then that which raiſed 


__ 1.19, Chriſt from the dead. 
Ol]. 3+ 15, 
: KETY, 


That the tenders of the Goſpel to the converſion of 
aToh.3.14,15 ſinners, * is abſolutely free,no way requiring,as abſolute- 


__ ly neceſſary, any qualifications, preparations, terrors of 
loh. 7. 37. the Law, or preceding Miniſtery of the Law, but onely 


b 1Tim-1.15- and alone the naked ſoule, as a*finner and ungodly to re- 
YM '* ceive Chriſt, as crucified, dead, and buried, and riſen a- 
cAR.g.30,31 gaine, being made ©a Prince and a Saviour for ſuch ſin- 


& 2, 36, 
I Cor.1,22, ACTS. | 


©33 34- XXVI. 


That the ſame power that converts to faith in Chriſt, 

_ 1.5 the ſame power carries on the* ſoule ſtill through all du- 
ms temptations, conflias, ſufferings, and continually 

61 Cor.15,10 what ever a Chriſtian is, he is by ®grace, and by a con- 
cPhil2.12,13 tant renewed ©operation from of , without which he 
x hk cannot performe any dutie to God, or undergoe any 


temptations from Satan, the world, or men. 
XXVII. 


That God the Father, and Sonne, and Spirit, is _ 
X wit 


—0——0— 
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with 2 all beleevers, ia their * fylneſfe, in ©rclations, < as 4 t Theſ.s, 'X 
head and members, < as houſe and inhabitants , as* huf- 127,241.20. 
band and wite , ove with him, 2s $ light and love, and one 6Col.z. g,to, 


with him io bis inheritance, and in all his *glory; and Joh lf; 
that all belcevers by vertug of this union and oneneſle :joh.co. 17. 
with God, are the adopted ſonnes -of God, and heires Heb. 2. xr. 
with Chriſt, co-heires and joyat heires with bim of the 32 = 
inheritance of all the promiſes of this life,and that which « Eph. z, nn 
15 tO COMme, ICor,z.16,t7 
F Efa. 16. 5. 


XXYF$L1. 2 Cor, 11, 3; 


That thoſe which have union with Chriſt, are juſtified $ooo 


from all their finnes, paſt, reſent, and to come, by the 4 Joh. 1. 7. 
blond of Chrift ; which ftification wee Conceive to be ——— * 
a gracious and free ®acquittance of a guiltie, finfull crea- of ppp 
eure, from all fin by God, through the fatisfa&tion that Rom: 3- 23. 
Chriſt hath made by his death ; and this applyed in the "_ 13-35 
manifeſtation of it through faith. ' Rom, 5, I. 


== | & 3. 35, 39» 
X'XIX:; ; 


That all beleevers are a holy and * ſanRified people, 1 Cor. 1. r; 
and that ſanQification is a ſpifituall grace of the > ney | p< #9 
Covenant, and effe&. of the < love of God, manifeſted : 1 jo = 
to the ſoule, whereby the beleever is in *truth and rea- 4Epd. 44 24. 
litie ſeparated,both in ſouls and body, from all-figne and 
dead workes, through the © bloud of the everlaſting 'Co- «Phil. 3,15. 
yenant,, whereby he alfo pteſſerh after ; hedwenly and 
Evangelicall perft&ion,' in obedience” to all the Com- 
mands, f which Chrift'as head and King in this new Co- /Matz38, 20 
venant has preſcribed to bim. | 


XNE-: ; 
a 2 Cor.q.19. 


All beleevers through the knowleige of -RavJEA. My 
"OO = 7 cation I 
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fication of life given by the Father, and brought forth 
by the bloud of Chriſt, have this as their great privi- 
bEſa. 54.10, Jedge of that new * Covenant, peace with God, and re- 
& 26.12 conciliation, whereby they that were afarre off, were 
cEph.2.13,t4 brought nigh by <that bloud, and have ( as the Scripture 
dPhil.4.7. ſpeaks) peace © paſſing all underſtanding, yea,joy in God, 
eRom-5.19, through our Lord Jetus Chriſt, by «whom wee have re- 
" ceived the Aronement. : 


XXXI. 


Thar all belcevers in the time of this life, are in a con- 

Eph.6.10,t1, tinuall warfare, combate, and oppoſition againſt finne, 
vCae.10. 3, Telfe, the world, and the Devill, and liable co all manger 
Rev.3, 9, 10 Of afflitions, tribulations , and perſecutions, and fo 
ſhall continue untill Chriſt comes in his Kingdome, 

being predeſtinated and g_ thereunto; and what- 

ſoever the Saints, any of them doe poſſeſſe or enjoy of 


God in this life, is onely by faith. 
XXXII. 


Joh. 16-33; —_Thatthe onely ſtrength by which the Saints are ina- 
bled to incounter with all oppoſition, and to overcome 
all affli&ions, temptations, perſecutions, and tryalls, is 

Heb.2,9, 10, onely by Jeſus Chriſt, whois the _ of their ſalva- 
tion, being made w—_— through ufferivgs, who harh 

Jbaka'ty iogaged his ſtrength to aſſiſt them in all their affliQions, 

T A . . 
and touphold them under all their temptations, and to 
preſerve them by his power to his everlaſting Kingdome. 


XXXIII. 


- That Chriſt hath here on earth a ſpirituall Kingrome, 
w 


— = 
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which is the Church, which he hath purchaſed and re- at Cor. 1.x. 
deemed to himſelfe, as a peculiar inheritance : which =P #-1- 
Church, as it is viſible to us, is a company of viſible Try 
« Saints, bcalled & ſeparated from the world, by the word ' Theſ. 1.9. 
and © Spirit of God,to the viſible profeſſion of the faith gg2%5 77: 
of the Goſpel, being baptized into that faith, and joyned « A8+3. 37. 
to the Lord, and each other, by mutuall agreement, in Yi 48s 10, 


the practical injoyment of the* Ordinances, commanded I ,m.ro.ro. 


by Chriſt their head and King. AR. 20. 22, * 
Mr. 18, 19, 
XXXIV. As 
1 Per, 2. F, 


To this Church he hath » made his promiſes, and gi- «Mar. :8. 13, 
ven the ſignes of his Covenant, preſence, love, bleſſing, p 
and proteQtion : here are the fountains and ſprings of his bEf. 8-16. 
heavenly grace continually flowing forth; thither ought * Tim. 3. 15, 
all men to come, of all eſtates, that acknowledge him to > * 
be their Prophet,Prieſt, and King, tobe incolled amongſt aas hes 
bis houſhold ſervants, tobe under his heavenly condu& S's +-'* 
and government, to lead their lives in his walled ſheep- pt 
fold, and watered garden, to have communion here with 
the Saints,that they may be made to be partakers of their 


inheritance in the Kingdome of God. 


XXXYV, 


And all his ſervants are called thither, to preſent their' : Cor.1z 5 , 
bodies and ſoules, and tobring their gifts God hath gi- **- "Ws 
ven them ; ſo being come, they are here by himſelfe be. 392-4355 
ſtowed in their ſeverall order, peculiar place,due uſe, be- Hor 
ing fitly compa and knit together, according to the ef- yen: 
» T3, 424 


tecuall working of every part, to the edification of it cot and 
ſelfe in love, ; 


C XXXVI, 
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XXXVI. 


2A851.3 Thatbeing thus joyned, every Church has *power gi- 
&6.3- yen them from Chriſt for their better well- ring , to 
RR » chooſe to themſelves meer perſons into the office of 
b Rom.12.7,8 b Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, Deacons, _ qualified ac- 
pa 1: 8:3 cording tothe Word, as thoſe which Chrilt has a poin- 
1Tim.z.chap- ted in his Teſtament, for the feeding, governing, ſerving, 
Heb. 13.7- and building up of his Church, and that none other have 


Per OWert0 impoſe them, cither theſe or any other. 
XXXVII. 


Heb.9-4 Thar the Miniſters aforeſaid, lawfully called by the 
&. 23, . . o 
r Tia. 4-14. Church, where they are to adminiſter , ought to conti- 
Joh- to. 3» 4- nue in their calling, accordin 6.00 Gods Ordinance, and 


nnpx rorfork to feed the flock of Chriſt committed to them, 


_ Heb-13-7.27, not forfilthy lucre, but of a ready minde. 


XXXVIII. 


1 Cor.9.7.14, That the due maintenance of the Officers aforefaid, 
Gal-6.6, ſhould be the free and voluntary communication of the 
: _ 5-13. Church, that according to Chriſts Ordinance, they that 

is  * preachthe Goſpel, ſhould live on the Goſpel, and not by 
Phil.4.19,16: conſtraint to be compelled from the people by a forced 


Law. 


XXXIX, 


Mar.28.18,1g That m—_ isan Ordinance of the new Teftament, 
Mark. 26, 36. given by Chriſtto be diſpenſed onely upon perſons pro- 


fefling 
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feſſing faith, or that are Diſciples, or __ who upon Aa: 1.37,38. 
a profeſſion of faith, ought to be baptized. &8-2637,50 


XL. 


The way and manner of the * diſpenſing of this Ordi- = ay . 
nance, the Scripture bolds out to be dipping or plung- Ying ro 
ing the whole body under warter :it being a ſigne, muſt an- er & 1; wich 
ſver the thing ſignified, which are theſe : firit,the * waſh- conveniene 
ing the whole ſoule in the bloud of Chriſt : Secondly, 5mcnubotk 
that intereſt the Saints have in the «death, buriall, and re- Mn 
ſurre&ion z thirdly,together with a 4confirmation of our a2dfubj 
faith, that as certainly as the body is buried under water, _ _ 


and riſeth againe, ſo certainly ſhall the bodies of the «Mar.z. 16. 


Saints be raiſed by the power of Chriſt, in the day of the Þ3 3; »7. 
reſurre&ion, to reignewith Chriſt. fy ng 3 - 
&7. 14+ 


XLI. ———— 
; cRom.6.3,4,5 
The perſons deſigned by Chriſt, to diſpenſe this Or- £7 Co5.% 
dinance, the * Scriptures hold forth to be a preaching aFG.8: 16, 
Diſciple, it being no where tyed to a particular Church, Matz8.r6ry 
Officer, or perſon extraordinarily ſent, the Commiſſion 0. a 
injoyning the adminiſtration, being given to them under Ag: 10, 7. 
no other conſideration, but as conſidered Diſciples. Mat. 26-36, 


XLII. 


Chriſt has likewiſe given power to his whole Church aac. 47; 
to receive in and caſt out, by way of Excommunication, Rom-r6. a, 
any member ; and this power is giyen toevery particular _— PA 
Congregation, and not one particular perſon, cither = Cer. 2,6,y, 
member or Officer, but the whole. # þ 

| C 2 And 
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x £111. 


Mar. 18,16, And every particular member of each Church , how 
17:18. excellent, great, or learned ſoever, ought to be ſubje& to 

A&.11.2,3. ? . . 

Tim. 5. 19, this cenſure and judgement of Chriſt ; and the Church 
29,11, oughtwith great care and renderneſſe, with due advice 


to proceed againit her members. 
XLIV. 


«Aftz0.27, 'Andas Chriſt for the * keeping of this Church in holy 


Horm 7.1, 3nd orderly Communion, placeth ſome ſpeciall men 
Mat.24. 25. Overthe Church, who by their office are to governe, 0- 


1 Thef.5.14, yerſee, viſit, watch ; ſo likewiſe for the better keeping 


DR * thereof in all places, by the members,he hath given ®au- 


Gal/6.1,' | thoritic, and laid dutie upon all, ro watch over one ano- 
1 Theſ- 51. ther. 

Jude ver. 3-20 

Heb.10.34,35 XLV. 

& 12,15. 


Coraacia, Thatalſo ſuch towhom God hath given gifts, being 

an 12.5. - rryed inthe Church, may and _ by the appointment 

1.Oor12.7, Of the Congreynion.ro propheſie,according tothe pro- 

+ TheC. 5.27, portion of faith, and ſo to reach publickly the Word of 

13,19.” . God;ifor theoedification, exhortation, and comfort of 
\.: the Church, * | 


XLVI. 


"INN Thus being rightly gathered,cſtabliſhed,and ſill pro- 


Chapters. Ceecding in Chriſtian communion, and obedience of the 
One for Gofpel of Chrift, none ought to ſeparate for faults and 


Eheſ-2.1%  cOrruptions, which may, and as long as the Church con- 


Acb.10-23- fiſts of men ſubjeRt to failings , will fall out and ariſe a- 


Mark.«6.17, Tongſt then, even in trac conſtitured Churches, narill 
#Cor-+5- they bave in due order'fought tedrefſe thereof. 
| | And 
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ESSE 


And although the particular Congregations be diſtin& 
and ſeverall Bodies, every one as a compa and knit Ci- 
tie in it ſelfe ; yet are they all to walk by one andthe ſame 
Rule, and by all meanes convenient to have the counſel! 
and help one of another in all needfull affaires of the 
Church, as members of one body in the common faith 
under Chrilt their onely head. 


XLVIIL. 


That a civill Magiſtracie is an ordinance of God ſet up 
by God for the puniſhment of evill doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that doe well; and that inall lawfull things 
command:d by them, ſabje&ion ought to be given by us 
in the Lord : and that we are to make ſupplication and 
prayer for Kings, and all that are in authority, that under 
them we may live a peaccable andquiet litz inallgodlines 
and honeſty. 

XLIX. 


k 


The ſupreme Magiſtracic of this Kingdome we beleeve 
tobethe King and Parliament freely choſen by rhe King- 
dome.and that in all thoſe civill Lawes which have been 
a&ed by them, or for the preſent is or ſhall be ordained, 
we are boundto yeeld ſubjefion and obedience unto in 
the Lord, as conceiving our ſelves bound to defend both 
the perſons of thoſe thus choſen , and all civill Lawes 
made by them,with our perſons, liberties,and eſtates,wirh 
all that is called ours, although we ſhould ſuffer never fo 
much from them in not aRively ſubmitting to ſome Ec- 


clefiaſticall Lawes,which might be conccived by them = 
e 


2 Cngs 197, 
14.33,36. 
& 16, = 
Martch.2$.20, 
1 Tim. 4. 15- 


6. I3,14, 
Rev.22. 18. 19. 
Col.3.6, 19. 
& 4. 16,| 


Rom.13.1,2,3,4, 


I Per.2.12.14 0 
1 Tim. 2. 2, 
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betheir duties to eſtabliſh,which we'for the preſent could 


not ſec,nor our conſciences could ſubmir unto; yet arc 
we bound to yeeld our perſons to their pleaſures. 


L. 


And it Go.l ſhould provide ſuch a mercie for us, as to 

«Tiw-4-2.4- incline the Magiſtrates hearts ſo for to tender our con- 
AQs9.31. ſciences, as that we might bee proteted by them from 
Wrong,in jury,oppreſſion and moleſtation, which long we 

formerly have groaned under by the tyranny and oppreſ- 

ſion of the Prelaticall Hierarchy, which God through 

mercy hath made this preſent King and Parliament won- 

derfull honourable, as an inſtrumeat in his hand,to throw 

dowae ; and we thereby have had ſome breathing time, 

we ſhall, we hope, look at itas a mercy beyond our expe- 

Ration, and conceive our ſelves further engaged for ever 

/ to blefle God for it. 


LI. 


But if God with-hold the Magiſtrates allowance and 
28:47:24; furtherance herein z » yetwe mult notwithſtanding pro- 
29:4:-£20.23. Ceed together in Chriſtian communion,not daring to give 


Phil 29h b,29, place to ſuſpend our practiſe,but towalk in obedience to 
£46 7 * Chriſt inthe profeſſion and holding forth this faith be- 
+ mentioned ,even in the midſt of all trialls and aMi- 
x Tim.6.13, 14, CHIONS, NOT ACCOUnting our goods, lands, wives, children, 
Rsn.12.1,8, fathers,mothers, brethren, ſiſters, yea, and our own lives 
dear nnto us, ſo we may finiſh our courſe with joy : re- 
membring alwayes we ought to * obey God rather then 
men,andgrounding upon the commandement, commiſh- 
onand promiſe of our Lord and maſter Jeſus Chriſt,ywho 
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as he hath all power in heaven and earth,ſo alſo hath pro- 
miſed, if we keep his commandements whicthe hath gi- 
ven us,gtO be with us to the end of the world :and when we 
have finiſhed our courſe, and kept the faith, to give us the 
crowne of rightcouſneſſe , which is laid up for all that 
love his appearing, and tolvbom we muſt give an account 
of all our ations, no man being able to diſcharge us of 
the ſame. 


LIL, 


And likewiſe untoall men is to be given whatſoever is now.:4.5,67. 


their due ; tributes, cuſtomes, and all {uch lawfull duties, 


ought willingly to bee by us aid and - r formed, Our 2 Pet.2. 13. 


lands, goods, and bodies, to ſubmit to the Magiſtrate in 


the Lord, and the Magiſtrate every way to bee acknow- **** 55 


ledged, reverenced,and obeyed, according to godlinefle ; 
not becauſe of wrath onely, but for conſcience ſake. And 
finally, all men ſo to be eſteemed and regarded, as is due 
and meer for their place, age,eſtate and condition. 


LII. 


And thus wee deſire to give unto God that whichis wa... .. 
Gods, and unto Ceſar that which is Ceſars, and unto all A24141g.. 
men that which belongeth unto them, endevouring our 1'kng. 28." © 


ſelves to have alwayes a cleare conſcience void of offence 


3 Cor. 4. 17- 


towards God,and towards man. And ifany take this that * ©0925-5859. 


we have ſaid, tobe hereſfie, then doe wee with the Apoſtle 
freely confeſſe, that aſter the way which they call hereſie, 
worſhip we the God of our Fathers, beleeving all things 

which are written in the Law and inthe Prophets and K- | 
poſiles, defirivg fromour ſoules to dilclaimeall a 
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and opinions which are not after Chriſt, and to be ſted- 
faſt, unmoveable, alwayes abounding in the worke of the 


_ as knowing our labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Ord. 


— | ot 


— 


1Cok, I. 24+ _ 
Not that we have dominion over your fatth, but are helpers of 
your joy : for by faith we fland. 


oY 
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